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Chapter 1: Introduction

Benton County, l ndi ana is one of the Midw
noted as the beginning to the Grand Prairie and grounded in agriculture since 1840, the
sparsely populated county still considers its fertile soilsasiost important natural
resource. Although corn is the major crop produced in Benton County, we are officially
recognized as a leader in soybean production. Benton County residents celebrate rural
America by continuing with family farming as our mostagnized industry.

Il n 2006, Benton County was chosen as the
construction planned to begin in spring 2007. Our wide open prairie will be dotted with
giant windmills to provide alternative energy resources to manyneonial electric
providers. Bio fuel production is planned for near term operation. Our landscape is
changing daily with plenty of room for expansion for new industry. Property is available
for the development of manufacturing sites, industrial parkgjeesal, and planned unit
developments.

This rural northwest Indiana County shares its western border with the great State
of llinois and is located between Chicago and Indianapolis, sitting approximately 100
miles from each city. Fodane transportatio corridors proving easy accessibility to
Benton County are U.S. 41, Indiana State Road 52, Interstate 65, and Interstate 74.
O6Hare I nternational Airport and Midway Airp
Chicago, and Indianapolis International Airportptar southeast in Indianapolis, provide
Benton County residents and businesses easy access to the rest of our nation and the
world. We have four elementary schools (three public and one private) and one centrally

located Junia¥ Senior High School. Our lothigh school offers an honors program in
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addition to its regular curriculum. Nearly three quarters of our high school graduates go
on to higher education. In addition to academics, our schools offer a complete athletic
program for students and communibyanjoy. We ask you to plan a visit to Benton
County and take a look at our close proximity to quality higher education at Purdue
University, West Lafayette, Indiana, just thirty minutes to our east; lvy Tech Community
College, Lafayette, Indiana, forty mites to our east; and St. Joseph College, Rensselaer,
Indiana, just a thirty minute country drive to our northeast.

Benton County residents look steadfastly to the future by working to attract
industry that will complement our committed attachment toroats in agriculture and
classic rural American values. Volunteerism is rampant in Benton County. Both
government and civic groups benefit from a large base of community volunteers. Parents
are encouraged to volunteer in our schools (both public andgrivaassisting in
science fairs, band concerts, coaching, and serving on boards to determine poliey. Our 4
H Clubs, County Fair, Lions, Rotary, TKappa, Volunteer Firemen, Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, downtown revitalization/beautification efforts, ancheoac development

committees are just a few of the groups that also benefit from our selfless volunteers.
General Purpose

The comprehensive plan is a tool to guide Benton County and its communities
into the future. The plan outlines a vision for the Cguamtd the incorporated commu
nities, as expressed by the citizen®tigh its vision statement, goals and objectives. This
framework will help steer the community to achieve that vision.

Plans of this general nature make it possible for counties, antetoans to be in

control of their own future. By creating a framework for planned development,
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communities can approach land use development, public service, natural resources and
public investments in a fiscalyound manner that supports their goals.

The Benton County Comprehensive Plan (Plan) is a policy document that sets the
land use vision for the next twenty years. Although it is not a zoning ordinance or a
regulatory document, it is an official policy statement that is adopted by the County
Commissioners and the participating incorporated Towns in the County. This document
plans for the physical and economic growth of Benton County and its incorporated
communities.

Plan Jurisdiction

The Plan addresses three separate planning jurisdictions. mtenEsounty
Advisory Plan Commission has jurisdiction over the unincorporated areas of the county
and the towns of Ambia, Boswell, Otterbein (including the area in Tippecanoe County),
and Oxford. Fowler and Earl Park have their own separate plan comraisBaninter
ests of both the County and incorporated Towns have been discussed to address planning

issues of mutual interest to the various entities.
The Planning Process

The planning process began in the fall of November 2004 when the Benton
Community Foundation received a grant from the Indiana Rural Development Council to
provide partial funding for the development of countywide strategic and comprehensive
plans. The Foundation board selected Janet Ayres with Purdue University to facilitate a
strategigplan process that identified key issues within the County. These discussions
incorporated not only physical issues but economic and social issues as well.

Additionally, HNTB Corporation in partnership with the center for Urban Policy and the

Benton County: Rural Legacy, Innovative Economy, Informed Ecology



environment \@s seleted to assist witthe conprehensive plan. The Comprehensive
Plan process started in April 2005 after the conclusion of the strategic planning process.
The process for developing the Comprehensive Plan is reflected in the
organization of this dagnent. The first major phase of the Comprehensive Plan was
gathering initial public input through the strategic plan process, key person interviews
and a site tour of the county with key community leaders to discuss the major issues
facing the county. Dengraphic and economic information was collected, and future
population projections were developed. The public input and data findings provided a
foundation for the goals and objectives and aided in the development of the future land
use plan. The land uséap was generated by the steering corterithrough a workshop

exercise.
Purpose of the Plan

The Plan has been prepared in accordance with 1:Z-43600 et seq. which
authorizes the Benton Couniylvisory Plan Commission and the plan commissions in
Eal Park and Fowler to develop comprehensive plans for the physical development of
their respective jurisdictions. The purpose of this Plan is to guide the County and its
municipalities in decision making regarding future development. The plan ensures that
development is planned, serves local goals and objectives, and future land resources and
needs. Additionally, the Plan must promote the health, safety and general welfare of the
citizens of Benton County.

The Plan is advisory in nature and should be #sstfor updating the zoning and
subdivision regulations, developing additional regulatory tools, and the ongoing review

of development proposals that could come before the appropriate plarsssom and
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elected bodies. The plan also should be consbifede County and Town staff, Plan
Commissions, County Commissioners and Councils when working on intergovernmental
issues, outlining work programs, preparing annual budgets and reviewing progress
toward meeting the goals in the plan. The Plan also sisem@ to guide residents, land
owners and project applicants concerning land use planning and community development
objectives.

The Plan goals, objectives and implementation stiedeghould be reviewed
periodicallyby each of the plan commissions. Apagpriate these elements should be
revised as actions are completed and additions should be made to address changing
conditions and new issues that arise.

The Benton County Advisory Plan Commission passed a motion on December 18,
2006 to appoint a memtaes chair of a committee with the responsibility of reviewing the
Plan and making recommendations for revisions no later than the third anniversary of this

Pl ands adopti on.
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Chapter 2: Issues and Analysis

Introduction

Using the current conditions to identify issues through analysis is a critical oemntpaf

the planning process. If the county does not understand where it has been and where it is,
it is difficult to determie where it should go. The information peated in this chapter

helps to establish where Benton County has been and where it is in terms of population,
economic, and physical development.

In selected sections, data for four surrounding rural counties lhese provided for
context. For this purpose, comparison counties include Jasper, Newton, Warren, and

White Counties.

Population Change

Trends
The project planning area had a 2004 estimated population of $&@@re A). The U.S.
Census Bureau now claiss all population in Benton County as rural. Almost 1wo

thirds of the 2000 population for the county resided in one of the six inedego

municipalities.
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Figure A:

Benton County Population
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Total population in Benton County has declined over the las¢ tthecades, with a loss of

more than 2,000 residents between 1970 and 2004. This decline is attributable to
population losses in the unincorporated areas associated with the corresponding decline

in the number of farms over the same period. The aggregagewpl at i on i n t he c
six incorporated towns has been stable over the same period. Although relatively stable,

exact trends for each town varied (Figure B).
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Figure B:

Municipal Populations
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Benton County grew less between 1990 and 2000 than surroundahgaunties (Figure
C). However, since 2000, the Census has predicted stable or decliningtipoguin

Benton County and all comparison counties except Jasper County.
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Figure C:

Population Change in Comparison Counties 1970-2004
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Projections

Based on therngceding historic data, Figure D shows four population projections for the
planning area based on different assumptions. The first set of projections is based on
continuing at the rate of change that was established for the planning area between 1990
and 200. The second set of projections extrapolates the rate of change projected by the
Indiana Business Research Center for Benton County to the planning area. The third set
is based on a scenario in which population in the unincorporated areas holds steady a
the municipalities continue to grow at the rate they did between 1990 and 2000. The
fourth scenario applies the average rate of growth in the comparison counties to Benton

County.
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Figure D:

Planning Area Population Projections 2005-2025
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Comprehensive pia discussions have focused largely on the intermediate set of
projections that resulted from holding the unincorporated area constant anichgjipdy

19902000 growthratesto the municipal population. This option creates an achievable
goalwithalotosS ust ai ned hard wor k b ymeBteand ppivate Count y (

sector.

Population Characteristics

Age

The age distribution of the population in Benton County has been relatively teahsis
since 1980. In 2000, exact distribution varied across onpalities and between
municipalities and the unincorporated area (Figure E). Ambia and Otterbein have a
greater proportion of children (ages 19 and under) than the other municipalities and the
unincorporated area. Boswell, Earl Park, and Fowler showadegngroportion of elderly
residents (65 years and older) than the planning area as a whole. While the age
distribution in Benton County is generally consistent with the comparison counties,
Benton County has a slightly higher proportion of elderly resgdand a slightly lower

proportion of residents ages 20 to 64 than any of those counties (Figure F).
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Chapter 3
Benton County: Rural Legacy, Innovative Economy,Informed Ecology

Economy: Thrifty and efficient use of material resources.

Ecology: The totality or pattern of relations between organisms and their environment.

Goal: A goal is a desired fure state which the county is trying to attain or achieve

Objective: An objective is a statement of a way in which a goal is to be reached; it refers
to some specific accomplishment which is capable of attainment.

Policy: A policy sets fortha definite course of action to accomplish the objective; there

may be more that one policy for each objective.
Goal: Preservation of the natural resources and environmentally sensitive areas

throughout the county.

Objective 1: To preserve andopect prime agricultural land.

Policy: As defined on page 135, Soil Survey of Benton County, Indiana, December,
1989. Corn yields of 110 bu./ac. as listed on pagesli3% There are 14,000
acres in Class lll, IV & V and 245,000 acres in Cla&dl.

1. Encourage residential development in agricultural areas to be developed on lot
sizes
and at a density which reflects and promotes the rural character and does not
disturb traditional active farming operations.

2. Encourage the developmeiagricultural support services in locations that are
convenient for the farming community.

3. Prevent incompatible land uses from locating in agricultural zones.
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4. Keep regulations in the zoning ordinances that sufficientlyigeobuffers
between farm operations and Af@amm uses.
Objective 2: To preserve the aesthetic character of the county.
Policy:
1. Require minimal site disturbances to preserve the natural habitat.
2. Encourage cluster housing that minimizes connections (daiygwo county
roads and that reduce the number of stops made by the school bus.
Objective 3: To provide for continuing improvements to drainage.
Policy:

1. Discourage development in areas with severe drainage issues.

2. Encourage joint solutions to drainagsuss by landowners and governments.

3. Require developers to have drainage plans that are calculated considering the non

pervious surfaces the development creates and to considered sitith @md off
site outflow issues.

Objective 4: To minimize soil erasi.

Policy:

1. Encourage the use of soil conservation practices.

2. Require best management practices for soil erosion at development sites.
Objective 5: To prevent development in areas of critical environmental importance.
Policy:

1. Analyze the impact of theestelopment on soils in regard to drainage, erosion and

sewage disposal.

2. Maintain the integrity of the natural site as much as possible when developing.
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Objective 6: To maintain and promote a visually pleasing environment that supports a
high quality life.

Policy:

1. Promote weed control, litter pick up and junkyard controls through ordinances.

2. Encourage open space and/or recreational areas in new developments.

3. Require health standards be considered through minimum standards for housing
and adequatrefuse disposal.

4. Require signage be of size and quantity compatible with the community
environment.

5. Require respect of historical sites.

Objective 7: To site CFO/ CAFOG6s in a fashio
residents, haslowingpct on t he countyods infrastru
potential conflicts over land and feed resources.

Policy:

1. Di scourage sitting of CFO/ CAFOO0s too cl os
competition among them for land and feed resources.

2. Reque future units to abide by the countyo

3. Require setbacks appropriate to the unitd

4. Restrict future residential development in the area of animal units.
Goal: A well planned and orderly growth rate that accommodates quiéty

devel opment consistent with the countyds
Objective 1: To provide adequate land areas for the safe, orderly and efficient growth of

the economy and the population.
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Policy:

Create an overlay depicting prospective fatland uses.

. Discourage rezoning that is not consistent with future land uses.

Through ordinances, prevent fragmented, inharmonious and disorderly
development.
Encourage planned developments when feasible to guide and control

development.

Objective 2: Trovide for a wide range of residential development that is an attractive

Policy:

1.

2.

asset to the county.

Encourage residential development near existing/within communities.

Avoid strip residential development.

Encourage residential densities catiple with the neighboring areas.

Allow for low, medium and high density development as it is appropriate.
Encourage planned development that favorably impacts the tax base, minimizes
traffic congestion, increases safety for pedestrians and studentsgsaadequate
parking.

Allow mobile homes on neprime agricultural land areas near compatible
residential areas that provide suitable services.

Allow for creative designs for developments considering both house type and
landscaping.

Require developers taqvide adequate public services and open spaces suitable

for the devel opmentds si ze.
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Objective 3: To provide for stable, unified attractive commercial areas that support the
prosperity of our towns.
Objective 4: To encourage industrialdewvgd me nt t hat capitalizes on

assets and ecologically supportive desire.
Goal: A housing supply of sufficient number and quality to meet the needs of

present and future residents

Objective 1: To ensure that existing housesain attractive assets and future units meet
the diversity of needs.

Objective 2: To provide for a range of housing types with densities to meet a variety of
needs.

Objective 3: To encourage meass that keep housing affordable.

Objective 4: To promote energy conservation in residential developments.

Objective 5: To ensure the special needs of youth and the elderly are addressed

adequately.
Goal: A transportation infrastructure ca pable of moving people and products

safely, comfortably, and efficient
Objective 1: To provide for a road system that facilitates safe and efficient movement of
traffic among the major communities of the county such as our commercial
areas, educational sites, and farms.
Policy:
1. Encourage developmerttat will take advantage of stedad federal highway
systems.

2. To provide for efficient access from county roads to state roads and railways.
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Goal: A well balanced econom that supports the primary agricultural production

of the county and provides an expanded tax base for the county
Objective 1: To encourage commercial and industrial development that compliments and
builds upon the alternative energy difen that has started within the
countyodos devel opment .
Objective 2: To encourage development that supports our commodity based agricultural
production.

Objective 3: To encourage development that has positive environmentaljwenses.
Goal: Retain, attract, expand and incubate business, industry and agricultuce

Objective 1: To identify suitable developmental sites that have natural competitive
advantages.

Objective 2: To enhance factors that makes the courdjti@ctive business location.

Objective 3: To promote the protection of economically productive areas.

Objective 4: To promote land uses around the county lines that are consistent with
regional development opportunities.

Objective 5: To emmurage communities within the county to plan in compatible ways.
Goal: Expand Economic Growth and Development.

Objective 1: Develop and implement a county wide economic development strategy for
pursuing new businesses and supporting existingésses.
Policy:
1. IEDC (Indiana Economic Development Corporation).
2. Identify and pursue sources of capital for business development.

3. Full time economic development specialist.
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4. Develop additional Adpusiness and industry.
5. Niche markets ggrtunities for existing and new business.
Objective 2: Expand the public and private resources available to pursue the economic
development strategy.
Policy:
1. Engage local electric and gas utilities in economic development efforts.
2. Couny establishes task force to strategize and markeiusiness.
3. Support of bio fuel industries.
4. Use local Ag products as primary inputs.
5. Support wind farms and renewable energy projects.
Objective 3: Improve the skill base available to loasdibess.
Policy:
1. Education/Workshops
2. Partner with Purdue University
3. Vocational Training
4. Workforce Training
5. Educational support for business and industry
Objective 4: Bolster critical elements of the economic development infrastructure.
Policy:
1. Zoning to regulate industry.

Goal: Increase Intergovernmental Cooperation

Objective 1: Strengthen communication and partnerships among local governments.

(county, towns, townships, and school districts)
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Policy:
1. Countywide coopeation.
2. Include all people in the county.
3. Community unity.
4. Collaboration of towns, county.
5. Unity in government and community.
6. Bolster a AWeo mentality.
Objective 2: Develop regional partnerships with surrounding counties and muniegpalit
Policy:
1. Networking through county government.
2. Meeting over common issues.
Objective 3: Develop relationships with state and Federal legislators and agencies.
Policy:
1. Networking through town, county, city, and state government.
2. Make a pointo stay up to date on State and Federal issues.

3. Attend State wide meetings when available.
Goal: Maintain Rural and Small Town Character.

Objective 1: Expand retail operations for local consumers.
Policy:

1. Home based business.

2. More stores.

3. Newmarketing of resources already available.

Objective 2: Preserve rural buildings and landscape.
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Policy:
1. Indiana Main Street Program.
2. Town clearup programs.
3. Create committee for upkeep.
4. Work release programs.
5. Preservation Societies
6. Historical Societies
Objective 3: Ensure new development enhances the quality and character of the towns
and the county with minimal conflicts among land uses.
Policy:
1. Develop character guidelines for newly developing areas or future areas
2. Appearance guidelines.
3. Parking guidelines.
Objective 4: Expand property maintenance and other community beautification activities.
Policy:
1. Community aesthetics.
2. Town clearup programs.
Objective 5: Provide and expand quality educatiapglortunities in Benton County.
Policy:
1. Better Student/Teacher Ratios.
2. Promote vocational education and career opportunities.
3. Partnering with colleges and universities.

4. Entrepreneurial training for youth.
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Goal: Protect Public Ways and Provde Adequate Infrastructure and Services

Objective 1: Continue to improve municipal and county drainage systems.
Policy:
1. Discourage development in areas with drainage problems.
2. Collectively seek solutions to existing drainage problems througheut t
county.
3. Continue enforcement of County Drainage Ordinances.
Objective 2: Ensure adequate wastewater treatment throughout the county.
Policy:
1. Upgrade or replace water lines and treatment facilities as old lines and
equipment wear out ad to provide new services.
Objective 3: Extend Infrastructure and other services in a planned manner that allows
residential, business and industrial growth.
1. Roads.
Objective 4: Maintain and expand recreationallifées including community parks,
establish recreational programming for all ages.
Policy:
1. Improve the existing parks and pools as needed.
2. Complete an integrated parks and recreational plan for the entire county to
inventory allexisting facilities and plans for new facilities.
Objective 5: Update existing thoroughfare plan (see Transportation Potential below).
Objective 6: Expand and upgrade community technologies (cable, cellular phones, and

internet) throughout theoanty.
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Objective 7: Mar ket the countyds transportat

advantages.

Objective 8: Establish subdivision regulations that present de facto subdivisions without
adequate infrastructure. Maintain municipaiter and sewer service and
expand only as necessary in areas immediately contiguous to each town.

Objective 9: Maintain municipal water and sewer services and expand only as necessary
in areas immediately contiguous to each town.

Policy:

1. Upgrade and replace sewer, water lines and other equipment as old ones wear
out or to provide new services.

Objective 10: Assist in addressing wastewater problems in areas without sewage by
identifying technical and fundg and providing technological assistance.

Objective 11: Provide for protection of wetlands as low impact zones.

Transportation Potential Beyond Roads:

Railroads
According to the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) Tweéintg Year Plan

as amaded in 2003, Benton County is served by a Class Il Railroad. The Plan mentions
thatKankakee, Beaverville and Southern (KBS) Railroad is the primary railroad in
Benton County, northwest of Lafayette. It operates on two separate lines that cross the

couny. The two lines merge in Templeton and one continues into West Lafayette. The line
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primarily ships grain but also transports fertilizer and lumber. KBS operates over 62

miles of track within Indiana. The company is headquartered in Iroquois, Ilfinois

The Association of American Railroads (AAR) classifies freight railroads based on value
of shipments or revenue generated per year and mileage. The earlier classification of
Class I, II, and Il has been discontinued and now railroads that are not Qlass | a

defined as Regional railroads, Local railroads, and Switching and Terminal railroads. Per
that definition, KBS line in Benton County is a Local railroad primarily doingtiael

service for agricultural products.

A part of the railroad network lotezd to the west of Benton County is currently

abandoned as per information available througlaig&Atlas of IndianaThe Plan
Commission, Benton County should look into the prospects of adaptive reuse of that site.
Abandoned railroads or rail fields arsually brownfields however; they provide
opportunities for innovative reuse of the abandoned-offay and properties. An

example iRail to Trails Conservangy nonprofit organization which collaborates with
communities to reuse abandoned railraadsails.

Existing Airports

According to public data sourde®enton County has three privately owned airports with
Earl Park, Fowler, and Otterbein each having one airport. The two nearest public airports
are located at Kentland, Newton County andRbedue University Airport in Tippecanoe

County. Kentland Airport is a local municipal airport with an industrial park. The Purdue

! The INDOT TwentyFive Year Plan, samended in November 2003.
(http://www.in.gov/dot/div/planning/Irp/completedocument péiEtcessed on 1R28-2006.
2 GIS Atlas of Indianahttp://129.79.145.7/arcims/statewide mxd/index.hotessed on 128-2006.
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University Airport is the second busiest airport in IndidB&nton County should

consider policies to take advantage ofplélic airports. Easy availability of air
transportation system is helpful for economic development opportunities. They are also
useful for brandmaging and attracting businesses and industries to Benton County. This
may require an intergovernmental edloration or multagency collaboration to

facilitate use of existing public airports by Benton County businesses.

Existing Public Transportation Services

According to public data sourceshe following public transportation facilities are
available inBenton County. Boswell has Town of Boswell Volunteer Transit; Fowler has
Benton County Hope Transit Program; and Arrowhead Country Public Transportation

managed by the Kankaké®quois Regional Planning Commission (KIRPC) in Indiana.

According to KIRPC Arrowhead County Public Transportation System is a demand
responsive public transportation serving communities in Jasper, Starke, and Pulaski
County. The KIRPC is a muitiounty government service agency and serves Benton

County.

The volunteer transitrpgram at Boswell is part of specialized volunteer transportation
program under Area IVAgency on Aging and Community Services. It is run by

volunteers and a demand responsive system. Similarly, Hope Transit service is a new

? http://www.purdue.edu/airport/info.htéccessed on 128-2006.
* American Public Transportain Association (APTA)http://www.apta.com/links/state_local/in.cfm
Accessed on 121-2006.
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initiative specifically for dsabled and elderly persons. The Benton County Voluntary

Transportation Program is one of its kind in Indiana.

Benton County Comprehensive Planning should include transit organizations as they are

essential stakeholders serving Benton County communities.

Pl ease note that WAresponsible persons at
Arrowhead Transit and if there are any plans of expansion including service to Benton
County communities. Response i s awaited. o
Existing Trails & Bicycle Facilities

Benbn County currently has no Nature Preserves with trails and recreational facilities.

The nearest Nature Preserves are located in Fountain and White Counties.

® Indiana Department of Natural Resourdes://www.in.gov/dnr/naturepr/npdirectory/closeby.html
Accessed on ¥22-2006.
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Regional Transportation Context of Benton County

Benton County lies within the Crawfisville District and Fowler subistrict of Indiana
Department of Transportation (INDOT). Benton County is also part of Kankakee
Iroquois Regional Planning Commission (KIRPC), a voluntary public partnership of six

counties including Benton.

Issues

1) BentonCounty Transportation system should provide mmitidal transportation
choices to residents which is comfortable, accessible, safe, and efficient.

2) Transportation system will be capable of supporting new and emerging activities
and land uses in Benton Cdwyrisuch as ethanol plants, wind farms, new
industries, etc.)

3) A well connected community oriented transportation system with efficient
linkages to other parts of Indiana, USA, and world will be a model transportation
system for rural communities.

4) Benton Cainty Transportation System will enhance the brand image of the
County.

Note: The possible tools or policies to address the transportation goals are as follows

. Increase_d_ participation in Transportation planning process by
communities
Intergovernmental coayation for better management of existing transportation

resources; awareness of regionally significant transportation projects; coordination with

INDOT District Office and KIRPC; and availing competitive grants for transportation
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improvements, such as 8d&outes to School (SR2S); making communities aware of the

available transportation funds and resources.

INDOT 2030 Plan Projects for Crawfordsville District, 2004 Update
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Project ID Numbers Coresf:onds t II‘I~IOT Project Listing
Sourcehttp://www.in.gov/dot/div/planning/Irp/update/maps/district/Crawfordsville.pdf

Statement of objectives for future development:
Residential Land Use: Residential land uses in designated residential areas and permitted

residentialdevelopment in agriculture areas should be located as much as possible in
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planned developments. Pieceal selling and development of parcels should be
avoided.
Commercial/Agribusiness Land Uses: Future land use suggests that land be available in
convenently located centers or clusters. There are additional developments standards
which may be considered in a zoning ordinance.
Industrial Land Use:
a. Industries are dispersing from the city core to fringe and rural areas.
b. Industries require more land thamthe past as single story construction now
predominates.
c. Industries want good locations with competitive economic advantages, not land
that is not suitable for other uses.
d. Industries are cleaner which makes them more compatible with other land uses.
e. Thesoils must be appropriate for the construction. Drainage and erosion are
important considerations.

f. Electrical, water and sewage must be adequate.

Other Land Use Consideration@eft blank intentionally, for future use)
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Statement of policy for bnd use development:
Objective 1: Growth should be managed.
Policy:
1. Growth should have a positive impact on the County.
2. Manage growth in the interest of all Benton County residents.
3. Growth must be balanced between property rights of individuals and ltite rig
and needs of the public.
Objective 2: Growth should promote a balanced esession of cultures and income
levels, for a vibrant and interesting community.
Objective 3: Community identity and integrity should be maintained as growth takes
place and community social life should be increased.
Objective 4: Benton County towns should maintain their small town character.
Policy:
1. The vitality of all downtowns should be increased.
Objective 5: Growth opportunities should be supporteallitowns and communities in
the county.
Policy:
1. The focus of growth should be distributed to all towns and communities.
Objective 6: Residential growth should continue to occur in the rural areas.
Policy:
1. Rural growth should be located in cleit so that it is compatible with the

traditional Benton County countryside.
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2. Minimize the impacts to farmland, the environment (especially water quality), and
public services.
Objective 7: Agriculture should remain a vital part of life in Benton County.
Pdicy:
1. Growth benefiting the agricultural economy should be strongly encouraged.
Objective 8: Economic development efforts should be bbzesdd.
Policy:
1. Create more business and job opportunities for all residents.
Objective 9: All growth affects the enemment. However, the kind of growth that would
degrade environmental quality is not desired.
Policy:
1. Growt h should capitalize upon and highlig
environmental qualities.
2. Locations and types of growth should be guidedtoyciples of protecting
groundwater, surface water, air quality, floodplains, and prime farmland.
3. Growth should balance with other community goals for development.
Objective 10: Growth should be carefully coordinated with necessary public
expenditures.
Policy:
1. Provide adequate public facilities and services.
2. Provide advanced capital budget planning and prudent and efficient use of public

investments.
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Objective 11: To fully accomplish the stated goals for growth, County and Town leaders
should intensify their cooperative planning efforts with other
developmental committees and organizations within the county.

Objective 12: To continue growth opportunities for growth, County and Town leaders
should intensify their cooperative regional planning efforts with other

communities.
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Figure 1: Functional Classification Map
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